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Affordable Child 
Ri g ht Next Door 
Care Helping create a brighter 
F. U. T. U. R. E. 
Photo courtsey of Derek Curtis 
Over half of the staff of 14 teachers and 6 administrators are GSU graduates. 
All of the head teachers have a Type 4 certificate and teacher's assistants are 
required to have a minimum of 30 hours in early childhood observation. 
By Derek Curtis "I like the development my (3-year-
Contributing writer old) son is achieving. They also give you 
a calendar for each month filled with 
Governors State University's Family 
Development Center offers child-and-day-
care services at a reduced rate for univer-
sity students. 
The center, located at the far south end 
of the campus, charges $3 per hour for 
children ages 3 through 12. A full day, 
pre-kindergarten program is also available 
at the same rate. The rate for non-students 
is $42 per day. 
"It's a wonderful alternative for par-
ents who can't make arrangements for 
someone to watch their children while 
they're in class," said Jane Cecil, program 
coordinator for the center. 
"We focus on [the child's] strengths, 
capabilities and interests. We also strive 
for consistency and increasing their learn-
ing." 
The center uses a unique approach to 
education called Reggio Emilia, named 
after a city in Italy. Instead of believing 
that children are born ignorant and needy, 
the Reggio philosophy is founded on the 
premise that children are born competent 
with a desire for knowledge. 
"What I like about the center is it's 
really convenient for my class schedule 
and the faculty is very available for ques-
tions," said Christina Sierra, a GSU junior 
and criminal justice major. 
activities." 
The center offers other programs that 
are available to the community as well as 
GSU students. 
These include half-day classes for pre-
kindergarten, a teen mom program, pro-
fessional development for educators and 
parents, Stop N' Play for birth to three-
year-olds, and a birth to three prevention 
program for at risk children. 
The 29,500-square-foot facility has 14 
classrooms, a gym, an art studio, a kiln, 
outdoor and indoor playgrounds, a confer-
ence room and a photo shop. 
Each of the classrooms has an area 
where parents can observe their children's 
activities upon request. 
"We limit our class size to 20 children 
and currently have an enrollment of about 
160," said Audrey Mcintyre, assistant pro-
gram coordinator. "Over 70% of them are 
the children of GSU students." 
Mcintyre said, "Most services are 
available year round from Labor Day to 
August with a two-week break between 
terms". Hours of operation are 7 a.m. -
10:30 p.m., Monday - Thursday, and 7 
a.m. - 6 p.m., Friday. 
GSU students are encouraged to tour 
the facility. Call 708-235-7300 in advance 
to schedule a tour. 
By Steve Schering 
Phoenix staff reporter 
When Juan Ellis started attending 
classes at Governors State University he 
planned to breeze through to get his 
Bachelors Degree. Now he hopes to 
accomplish more, much more. 
Currently working as a security guard 
at Ingalls Hospital in Harvey, Ellis, from 
Robbins, had previously worked in law 
enforcement. 
Ellis, 47, began taking criminal justice 
classes when he started attending GSU in 
the fall of 2005 and soon found a new 
career path. Ellis is working with local 
high school~ and a}s9,peve,_loping a. pro-
gram to help the students resolve anger 
issues. 
"Through advising with him and tak-
ing several classes with him I know he's 
interested in finding something different 
as a career goes," said Dr. James Coldren, 
one of Ellis' professors. "He took some 
criminal justice courses, a restorative jus-
tice course and he's currently taking a 
course on conflict resolution and media-
tion." 
It was through GSU that Ellis began a 
minority internship with the F.U.T.U.R.E. 
foundation. Through the internship Ellis 
began working with the students at Bloom 
and Bloom Trail High Schools in Chicago 
Heights. 
"At the high schools I do restorative 
justice and peer mediation," said Ellis. 
"When children get suspended I work 
with the parents and the students. I try to 
help them work out the problem and focus 
on them getting back to being students." 
Through the F.U.T.U.R.E. Foundation 
Ellis helped put together a program that 
can be put into high schools for anger 
management. 
"The main purpose is to prevent kids 
from getting into trouble," Coldren said. 
"It means getting them to channel their 
anger and understand that their anger is 
mounting and finding different ways to 
resolve conflict. It will probably not only 
be used as a preventative tool, but also an 
intervention when conflicts do arise." 
In between all that Ellis is an 
Associate Minister at Stratford Christian 
Center and works in the GSU Registrar's 
Office as a student worker. Ellis has come 
a long way since he was just hoping to get 
his Bachelors Degree and move on. 
"I really fell in love with this, GSU 
has a great criminal justice program that 
helped me out," said Ellis. "I've been 
very fortunate being able to go back to 
college." 
Not only does Ellis now plan to get his 
Masters Degree, but he hopes to help the 
community and make sure the students he 
works with go on to bigger and better 
things. 
"I hope that with me going into this 
field that I can make sure that a higher 
percentage of young people go to col-
lege," added Ellis. "I would love to see 
more of them getting college degrees." 
GSU opens second 
satellite facility 
By John Conrad 
Associate editor 
Governors State University has offi-
cially opened its second permanent satel-
lite facility on March 1. It is located in 
Naperville. 
Currently GSU has over 30 temporary 
satellite facilities open in its outer lying 
service region. They are located in facili-
ties such as grade schools, libraries, and 
municipal buildings, according to John 
Stoll, Dean of GSU's University College, 
who oversees the off-campus learning 
centers. 
The Naperville Education Center 
(NEC) however, is a permanent facility, 
located at 2244 W. 95th Street in 
Naperville, IL. The site currently has two 
main classrooms, with access to "share-
space" (several more classrooms and labs) 
in the same building from the College of 
DuPage, as said by Stoll. GSU's other 
permanent satellite facility is the 
Kankakee Education Center, located in 
Kankakee, IL. 
Stoll states that research has shown 
students are generally willing to travel up 
to 30 minutes to reach an educational 
institution. However, due to GSU's large 
service region, satellite facilities were 
required to be erected in the outer bound-
aries of this service area. 
Location-bound problems for students 
usually leave them with one of three 
options according to Stoll. Either dis-
tance learning options such as Internet 
and tele-courses (which he feels may not 
be appropriate for all students), outreach 
centers where the education comes to 
them, or allowing private institutions to 
serve the students. 
See 'Naperville' 
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I WANT YOU! 
TO WRITE FOR THE STUDENT 
NEWSPAPER OF COURSE! 
If you have an interest in writing, jour-
nalism, or design, the Phoenix has a place 
for you! 
The Phoenix Student Newspaper is 
looking for student contributors for the fall 
trimester to help in making the Phoenix's 
return a success. 
If you are interested, please contact the 
Phoenix office at 708-534-4517 or 
phoenix@govst.edu. 
The Phoenix is Governors State 
University's student newspaper. It Is pub-
lished twice monthly during the fall and 
winter. and monthly during the spring/sum-
mer. 
We welcome articles. suggestions. pho-
tos. commentary. cartoons. and letters to 
the editor on issues that concern you or the 
greater GSU population. 
We reserve the right to edit submissions 
for clarity, legality, and interest to our GSU 
readership. 
All submissions should be signed, and 
include the student. faculty. or staff mem-
ber's ID number. department. and phone 
number. 
Phoenix Student Newspaper 
Governors State University 
1 University Parkway, Rm. E1500 
University Park. IL 60466 
Editorial: 
708-534-4517 
-or-
phoenix@govst.edu 
Advertising: 
708-534-3068 
-or-
phoenixad@govst.edu 
Editor: 
Robert Wolff 
Associate Editor: 
John Conrad 
Design Editor: 
Anthony Sanchez 
Staff Reporter: 
Steve Scherring 
Business Manager: 
Sylvia Mcghee 
Faculty Advisor: 
Victoria Pierce 
Could SB 0729 I sav1ng 
campus 
By Robert Wolff 
Editor 
The future of free speech for col-
lege press could be getting a little 
brighter. 
Illinois Senate bill 0729, which 
was, as of Friday, March 29,2007, in 
the Rules Committee in the Illinois 
Senate, would allow for, among other 
things, no prior review of student-pro-
duced campus media by college or 
other public officials. 
This bill would serve to undermine 
an Appellate Court ruling in June of 
2001 that allowed for prior administra-
tive approval from university officials 
for any news articles as well as 
approval for future issues. 
The bill was introduced by Susan 
Garrett (D-Lake Forest) and seems to 
have solid support from members of 
the general assembly. The Student 
Press Law Center, a non-profit organi-
zation advocating free speech rights 
for college media, quotes one Illinois 
representative, Kevin McCarthy (D-
Orland Park), chairman of the House 
Higher Education Committee, saying 
the bill will receive a "good reception" 
free speech? 
from the committee. 
He added, "I don't think censor-
ship has many supporters from the 
General Assembly." 
Despite the promise of free speech 
for college media like The Phoenix, 
however, it still remains unclear how 
.another case of possible libel would be 
handled. 
In 2000, Governors State 
University shut down the then innova-
tor for what administration officials 
considered to be libelous material 
being printed. 
Members of the Innovator respond-
ed by suing the school for violation of 
freedom of speech, resulting in the 
infamous Hosty v. Carter ruling and, 
subsequent, a very negative perception 
of Governors State. 
The Phoenix went though a period . 
of troubles, losing steam and eventual-
ly shutting down for reasons not relat-
ed to administration intervention. 
Since it has been restarted in June 
of 2006, administration officials at 
Governors State have taken an almost 
eerie hands-off approach, with mem-
bers of The Phoenix staff having virtu-
ally no contact with any university 
officials about production or publica-
tion of the newspaper. 
Whether that hands-off approach 
will continue remains to be seen. So 
far, no accusations of libel have been 
leveled since production since the 
June 2006 restart date. 
Recently, The Star newspaper cov-
ered SB 0729 and spoke with mem-
bers of Governors State University, 
including Phoenix staff and Charles 
Connolly, Executive Director for 
Marketing at GSU. 
Connolly agreed with the universi-
ty not interfering with content publica-
tion, but would not elaborate when 
asked about what might happen if 
there is an issue of libel in the future. 
The Phoenix maintains that the 
senate bill, although not unimportant, 
may not have the expected strong 
impact on content since GSU officials 
have been hands off and that the paper 
is "more conservative" with the con-
tent it publishes. 
Calls for comment to Dr. Sherilyn 
Poole, Dean of Student Activities and 
Services at GSU, and Connolly, were 
not immediately returned. 
Pa. college makes move 
all-Mac campus 
three years Wilkes University has an for media-oriented computer labs, 
toward 
By Albert Sun 
Daily Pennsylvanian (U. Penn) 
(U-WIRE) PHILADELPHIA--
At Wilkes University, it's more 
like, "Dude, you're getting a Mac." 
Last month, the Pennsylvania col-
lege announced its plan to switch all 
1,700 of its computers to Intel-based 
Macs, the latest indicator of a resur-
gence of Macs on college campuses. 
Wilkes spokeswoman Christine 
Seitzinger said the ability of Macs to 
run both the Windows XP operating 
system and Apple's OS X allowed the 
university to make the switch. 
Since Macs can now run all the 
necessary programs that require 
Windows, the switch was simply a 
matter of choosing higher-quality 
hardware -- and a desire to be hip --
according to Seitzinger. 
"This generation of students has an 
affmity for Apple products," Seitzinger 
said, pointing out the popularity of the 
iPod. 
According to Seitzinger, every 
'Naperville' 
Con't. from page 1 
"The mission of GSU would sug-
gest that options 1 and 2 are the only 
ones acceptable to our goals," stated 
Stoll. "The mission calls for us to 
serve the underserved populations in 
our region ... this (satellite facilities) is 
a key way to accomplish this." 
Currently only two programs will 
be offered at the NEC, Criminal 
Justice and Communications. This is 
"aggressive technology refresh" in Macs would typically be used, while 
which they replace all computers. PCs would be chosen for more general 
In this most recent cycle, Apple's bid purposes. 
simply beat the other providers', she "The machines satisfy different 
said. needs for different people," Winston 
The move by Wilkes is perhaps said. "We don't want to be so prescrip-
part of a larger trend of Macs growing tive that we limit it to one." 
in popularity among college students. College freshman Sarah Feldman, 
Last fall, Macs tripled in sales at the owner of a MacBook Pro, said she 
Princeton University, and Harvard doesn't think switching the entire cam-
University reported a 30 percent sales pus to Macs would be a good idea. 
increase. "More than half the people [at 
At Penn, however, there are no Penn] use PCs -- getting rid of all [the 
plans to make a similar switch, said PCs], there would kind of be an uproar 
SAS Information Technology Director about it," Feldman said. 
Ira Winston. College junior Graeme Brown, also 
The decisions of Mac versus PC a Mac user, echoed this sentiment, 
are made at the level of individual fac- saying that, for the sort of things stu-
ulty, departments and schools. dents typically do in a computer lab --
Each faculty member has the usually more basic tasks like word 
choice of either a Mac or PC laptop or processing and checking e-mail -- it 
desktop, Winston said. doesn't really matter whether the com-
For computer labs, the decision is puter is a Mac or a PC. 
made by each individual school, "There's not a whole lot of differ-
depending on the lab's purpose. As for ence," he said. 
labs run by SAS, Winston said that, 
the result of a direct request of the 
three community colleges (DuPage, 
Waubondee, and Joliet Junior College) 
the facility will be serving, according 
to Stoll. 
Stoll expects that Master's level 
Education programs and undergradu-
ate level Psychology programs will 
soon be added to the facility, with the 
College of Business and the College of 
Health Professions soon to follow suit. 
GSU has no plans set in stone for 
future off-campus learning centers, but 
Stoll mentioned that GSU was asked 
by Sate Representative Karen 
Yarbrough to evaluate the potential for 
a new facility to serve the Triton 
College region in Proviso Township. 
"We are continuing to do our 
homework, analysis, and seeking fund-
ing for the development of any new 
centers," Stoll said. 
For more information on the NEC, 
call (708) 534-4099 or visit 
www.govst.edu/nec. 
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Popular majors face high- r-Need-eXFr"ilnOn"eY?-l 
• • h The Cook County clerk's office is currently er tu ltlon report s ows I hi ring Election Equipment Managers to work in I 
' I suburban Cook county polling places for the I 
on data from 2006-2007 from the budget April 17th Consoli dated Election. Equipment 
office's Web site. I Managers will receive $500 for completing a I By Jared Mason Daily Texan (U. Texas) 
UrtonAnderson,associatedeanatthe I three-part training course and serving on I 
(U-WIRE) AUSTIN, Texas-- As tuition at McCombs School of Business, said that 
althoughtuitionforthebusinessschoolis Election Day. It is a remarkable opportunity the University of Texas continues to 
increase each year, some of the most pop-
ular majors are becoming even more 
expensive, according to data provided by 
the University Budget Office. 
The University implemented the cur-
rent system of flat-rate tuition, which 
includes all fees associated with particular 
programs, University-wide during the 
2005-2006 school year, said Mary Knight, 
associate vice president and budget direc-
tor for the budget office. 
She said the Tuition Policy Advisory 
Committee first decides on the cost of 
tuition for each school or college, and then 
deans and advisers may make recommen-
dations to change that amount based on 
the costs of specific materials or services. 
The proposals are then reviewed by the 
committee, provost's office, president, UT 
system chancellor and the UT System 
Board of Regents before a decision is 
made. 
The most expensive undergraduate pro-
grams, based on flat-rate tuition, are the 
School of Pharmacy, the McCombs School 
of Business and the College of 
Engineering. 
These schools currently cost between 
$4,216 and $4,973 per semester for an in-
state resident and between $11,031 and 
$14,185 for an out-of-state student, based 
Part-Time 
Package Handlers 
more expensive than some other schools at I to both contribute to the democratic process 
the University, students understand that it I and most of all EARN SOME CASH! 
is a small price to pay for the quality of 
education relative to other business institu- 1 
tions across the country. 
"We're still really cheap," he said. I 
Cindy Brown, director of compliance 
and training at the College of Engineering I 
and former assistant dean of business 
affairs, said costs are relatively higher than I 
other schools because of computer-based I 
technology and equipment that is specific 
to the majors they offer. 1 
She said engineering students have 
paid more for several years with various 1 
fees added after tuition, but the new sys-
tem enables directors to distribute money I 
to departments where funds are most lack- I 
in g. 
To some, however, the tuition differen-
tiation results from the higher anticipated I 
starting salaries for students in the fields I 
of business and engineering. 
"There's some conceptual framework 1 
based on the earning prospect of these par-
ticular majors," said educational adminis- I 
tration professor John Roueche. 
"The students are going into fields I 
where the starting compensation is way I 
above average." 
Election Equipment Managers must 
have the following: 
• Access to a car on Election Day 
• A cell phone 
• Be a registered voter of Cook County 
• Complete the training and pass a test at the end 
of each training class 
• Begin work at 5 am on Election Day and continue until 
results are transmitted after the polls close 
• Set up all voting equipment (with assistance) in your 
assigned polling place the night before the election 
• Maintain equipment during Election Day and then 
transmit the results after the polls have closed. 
For further information please contact: 
Mark Mesle 
Cook County Clerk's Office 
clerkmedia@cookcountygov.com 
312.603.0988 
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Get as much as 
$23,000* 
@].@] 
'l1rhe JP>hoenlix n.§~ 
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~ ~ ~ I 1mev..v t(atllent!! I 
~ ~ ~ Llke:a wrltlnqr ~ 
~ Thlnklnq cbout c ccre:ae=ar In Journcllsmr ~ 
~Went to qe:at more:a lnvolve:ad In the:a GSU com-~ 
~ munltL,Jr ~ 
~ ~ ~ Thl? Phoe:anlx con he:alp L,JOU with the:ase:a ~ 
~ qocls. ~ 
~ ~ ~ We:a cre:a looklnq for volunte:ae:ar re:aporte:ars for ~ 
~ thl? SprlnQ/Summe:ar 2007 trlme:aste:ar ~ 
~ -end- ~ 
• Earn $8.50·$9.50 per hour, with increases of soc 
in College 
Financial Assistance 
~ We:a en? looklnq to fill steff positions for the:a ~ 
~ F-ell 2007 trlme:aste:ar ~ after 90 days and 50~ after one year 
• Consistent Work Schedule 
• Paid Vacations 
• Weekly Paychecks 
• Weekends & Holkl~ Off 
• EJ(Cellent Benefits (MediCal/life & 40lK) 
leam more about Part·Time Package Handler opportunities at 
the UPS Hodgkins facility (1-55 & 1-294 • South Suburbs) and 
the UPS Eatn and leamil Progtam offered through Govemots 
State University today! Please contact Todd OHver at: 
708·387-4884ll1535 or visit: www.upsjobs.com/chlcago 
Accm Code: l354 
~ ~ ~If YOU ARE INTEREST~~ I E)., PlEASE CALL I 
~ 7D!~53~~~5l7, ~ ~ OR EMAIL ~ I PHOlENIXiGOVST" EIU., I 
~ ATTN~ ST Af_f ~ ~ 
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GSU Artists Rewarded for their work 
By Steve Schering Reno's untitled painting 
Phoenix staff reporter took the award for Best 
in Show. 
The 2007 Student Art "It's a tremendous 
Exhibition that ran in the honor, I can't believe it," 
U Visual Arts Gallery said Reno. "It's definitely 
March 12-30 a great opportunity for 
nded with an awards students to show their 
reception to honor the art." 
nts who con- Also taking home 
ibuted the best work. honors were Benjamin 
The reception and Ward, who took second, 
awards ceremony took and Michael Costanza 
place March 23 where who took third. Also 
raduate student Jody 
Jennifer Jackson, 
Eroded Light, 2007 
Sarah Cundari, The Nag, 2007 
mentions were Robert 
Catania, Jennifer 
Jackson and Sarah 
Cundari. 
"This is our annual 
exhibition that's open to 
any GSU student who 
has taken art classes in 
the last year," said 
Professor Javier . 
Chavira. 
"They are required to 
submit two pieces to the 
exhibit and we bring in 
an outside person to 
Benjamin Ward, 
Untitled, 2007 
judge." A show featuring 
This year's judge Barbara Newman's art-
was Professor Adrian work will be on display 
Tio, an art professor and April 9-13, with a public 
Director of the School of reception April 13 from 
Art at Northern Illinois 6-8 PM. 
University. Joshua Rains' work 
"This was a strong will be on display April 
year," added Chavira. 16-23, with a public 
"There was a lot of real- reception April 18 from 
ly good work in there." 7-9 PM. 
There will be two Both exhibits will 
upcoming shows featur- take place in the GSU 
ing the work of two GSU Visual Arts Gallery, next 
graduate students. to the E Lounge. 
Jody Reno, Untitled, 2007 
Michael Costanza, Elevated Stella Native, 2007 
:M~I0~2:10~V========================~~============================== 
Is Shooter on the mark? 
By John Conrad 
Associate editor 
As far as action goes, 
Shooter is on the mark. 
However, a semi-weak plot 
laden with cliches almost 
causes this film to miss its 
target. 
The latest film from 
Antoine Fuqua, the director 
of Training Day, is a con-
spiracy theory caper, 
adapted from the pages of 
Steven Hunter's novel, 
Point of Impact. 
In the story, a trained 
assassin named Bobby 
Lee Swagger (Mark 
Wahlberg) is called out of 
his early retirement to 
assist Colonel Isaac 
Johnson (Danny Glover) 
and the U.S. government 
in stopping a presidential 
assassination. Soon after 
his mission has begun, 
Swagger finds an assassi-
nation has been made, 
and he was framed as the 
shooter. 
Now, Swagger must 
use all of his basic survival 
skills to avoid capture, and 
bring the fight back to a 
government he can no 
longer trust. Aided with the 
help of his ex-partner's girl-
friend (Kate Mara) and a 
rogue FBI agent (Michael 
Pena), the trained assassin 
must battle corruption, 
clear his name, and win 
back his life. 
This wasn't the best 
movie in the world, but it 
was definitely fun. Action 
packed to the gills, it 
seemed that every fifteen-
minutes another highly 
stylized and explosive 
action sequence began. 
The action was beautiful 
with some moments of 
pure suspense thrown in 
for good measure, that's 
not my complaint. 
However, there can be too 
much of a good thing. 
When a film is fueled by 
action, rather than plot and 
character interaction, it 
leaves something to be 
desired. 
I'm not saying that this 
is a bad movie by any 
means, I just think it should 
have been much more in-
depth. I would have liked 
to delve much deeper into 
the government's plot and 
what they had to gain from 
it. But in Shooter, the only 
reasoning given is the rea-
soning always given, 
namely-money. 
The bad guys (espe-
cially Glover and Ned 
Beatty) weren't really that 
bad, or at least the audi-
ence didn't have a chance 
348 W 162nd Street 
South Holland. IL. 60473 
Phone # 708.308.5378 
Fax # 708.339.7048 
IVfJIJ.IIt . trafficduianddebtlaw.com 
to appreciate their diaboli-
cal ways due to the bar-
rage of bad-guy-cliche-dia-
logue spewing from their 
mouths. I couldn't take 
them seriously; I was too 
busy chuckling to myself. 
A few of my favorite 
lines were, "Sometimes to 
catch a wolf, you have to 
tie the bait to a tree." 
"What it is, is human weak-
ness. And you can't kill 
that with a gun." "I won 
you lost, get used to the 
idea son." And of course, 
"Things are about to get a 
lot messier." 
Despite this somewhat 
comical dialogue Beatty 
(as a corrupt U.S. senator) 
actually gives a surprising-
ly powerful speech about 
the state of things in 
America, and why they'll 
stay that way. Topics cov-
ered in his speech include 
me IJncofn...,. 
....._.,LNoUJ 
LMMI~&O.M www.,,...,,.. 
the inner workings of poli-
tics, why we have rich and 
poor, and why the "haves" 
will get richer while the 
"have-nots" will always get 
poorer. The monologue 
may have not been the 
intense revelation I make it 
out to be, but after nearly 
an hour and a half of inane 
dialogue, it was a breath of 
fresh air. 
So, to recap: a lot of 
stylized action + a little plot 
+ many cliches + mediocre 
acting = Shooter. Well 
there it is, the basic formu-
la for an action movie. If 
all you're looking for is a 
good time and you want to 
see some stuff blow up, 
Shooter is for you. If you 
yearn for a little something 
extra in your action films, 
stay home and rent one of 
the Bourne films. I give 
this movie 2 1f2 stars. 
================~~================ 
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Governors 
State 
University 
Office of Career Services 
Winter 2007 Calendar of Events 
Valuable Professional Techniques 
tlG~throughtTr~& EX/>er~' 
·~ 
Designed to help prepare you to gain the skills you need to get the job 
you want. our 3-in-1 workshops focus on: 
• Conducting A Job Search 
• Interviewing 
• Resume/Cover L.etter Preparation 
Thursday, April 5 
5.30 7 15 p.m. / HaU ofHonors 
Tuesday, April 10 
5:30- 7·15 p.m. Cafeteria Annex 
Saturday, April 14 
9:30, Continental Breakfast 
1 0- Noon, Workshop Hall oft no 
Wednesday, April18 
5 30- 7:15 p.m. Cafeteria Annex 
Saturday, May 5 
9:30, Continental Breakfast 
10- Noon, Wo.rkshop I Hall of Honors 
Network with top area employers. Please dress professionally and bring plenty of resumes. 
Tuesday~ April 24 
1 - 4 p;m. GSU Gymnasium 
Q4 102 1QZ 
+ 
=================~~================= 
04!021QZ Editorials & Opinions 7 
Congratulations to Fernando Reyas 
Fernando Rayas, a a full-time student in an In a society that so American patriotism. They 
young Mexican student undergrad program in the much emphasizes on the are Americans. 
from Governors State U.S. or U.S. territories, value and importance of The issue at hand is 
University, has received demonstrate a verifiable education, this issue can young undocumented stu-
the Juan Andrade need for fmancial support, be viewed as an incongru- dents in my community 
Scholarship for Young and at least one parent ent paradox. In this state- and in all our communi-
Hispanic Leaders. must be of Hispanic ment, I am referring to the ties. 
The $1,000 scholar- ancestry. sons and daughters of I am referring to the 
ships, established by the Here is Mr. Rayas' immigrant people. outstanding, talented, and 
U.S. Hispanic Leadership essay: Many, perhaps most of honor students. I mean 
Institute Board of "It does not matter these students, were the students with great 
Directors in 1994, were what race or ethnicity they brought into the United aspiration and potential to 
presented at the USHLI belong to, when realizing States at a very young age. become successful doctors, 
national conference held that their educational and They have been raised lawyers, architects, or 
from March 15 to March career dreams are simply in this country. From politicians. 
18, 2007 in Chicago. unapproachable, many kindergarten to high This issue includes 
To qualify, applicants young students in my com- school, they have been those students that want to 
must be enrolled or munity face a great deal of taught and inculcated contribute to our 
accepted for enrollment as adversity. American values and American society with 
Teach the Bible in public school 
By Eric Strand 
The Daily Vidette (Illinois State U.) 
(U-WIRE) NORMAL, Ill. --As a 
self-proclaimed agnostic, albeit spir-
itual individual, I believe the Bible 
could be taught in public schools. 
I do not think, however, that 
what is needed for this to take place 
is the creation of a "Department of 
Religion." Nor do I think schools 
should hire religious professionals --
priests, pastors, nuns, Sunday school 
teachers -- to teach the material of 
the Bible. 
Instead, like all other mandatory 
readings, the Bible should be taught 
in high school English classrooms 
by high school English teachers 
along with works like "Romeo and 
Juliet" and "The Great Gatsby." 
Why? 
Because the Bible is perhaps the 
most fundamental religious text in 
American society, as well as one of 
the greatest stories ever written. 
Why do we read anything in school? 
There are many reasons, but the 
most obvious seems to be to expose 
ourselves to ideas. In other words, 
we read because as human beings 
we are naturally curious. We want to 
know things. 
But according to an article 
recently published in Time 
Magazine, we don't know much 
about the Bible at all. 
In fact, while polls show that 
nearly two-thirds of Americans 
believe the Bible holds the answers 
to "all or most of life's basic ques-
tions," only half of U.S. adults know 
the title of even one Gospel and 
most cannot name the Bible's first 
book. Statistics like this make it 
seem less likely that Americans who 
claim to "believe" in the stories of 
the Bible even know what those sto-
ries are about. 
This ignorance is the frontier of 
American stupidity. 
If we are a Christian nation, 
which we most certainly are, our 
schools have an obligation to teach 
the Bible for the simple fact that it is 
a significant part of a generalized 
way of American life. 
But let me pause for a moment 
and explain what I mean by 
"Christian nation." 
America is a Christian nation in 
the sense that Christianity is embed-
ded deep within our history, just as 
democracy and racism are embedded 
deep within our history. 
Even for someone like myself, 
who does not necessarily believe in 
the Bible in the sense that I think it 
is just one of many, many places one 
can tum to in order to fmd credible 
moral frameworks, Christianity is so 
prevalent and relevant in American 
culture that it is impossible to sepa-
rate it from everyday life. And this is 
OK. 
Now what I am proposing is not 
for the Bible to be taught as divine 
wisdom. I am simply (and I am 
aware of the irony of using such a 
word here) stating that American 
students should be exposed and 
made to discuss the stories in the 
Bible for the same reasons they 
should be introduced to Shakespeare 
and F. Scott Fitzgerald: because ana-
lyzing literature exposes them to art 
and provides them with material 
which can be used to engage tough 
philosophical questions. 
Controversy over the Bible in 
schools, such as the teaching of 
Creationism next to evolution, is for 
the most part fought by two feeble-
minded camps. 
On the one side are the secular-
ists who believe it is a violation of 
the Constitution to teach anything 
remotely related to God in schools 
for fear that science will tum into 
nothing more than mere speculation. 
On the other side are the 
Evangelicals who believe every-
thing can be answered by referenc-
ing God. 
In the setting of an English 
classroom, students would analyze 
the Bible in the same way they 
would analyze any other book, and 
teachers would be held accountable 
for removing themselves from their 
personal beliefs about the Bible, just 
as a teacher who might absolutely 
loathe "The Catcher in the Rye" 
must still teach it with an open mind 
as part of the curriculum. 
Similarly, student essays which 
assert theses based on nothing more 
than a belief in the Bible would be 
met with the same harsh criticism as 
an essay which "believed" in The 
Great Gatsby. 
In other words, the focus of 
studying the Bible in school would 
not be about prophesying the word 
of God in order to identify 
Christians and non-Christians, but to 
analyze an important religious text 
under academic guidelines in an 
environment which cares more about 
critical thought and intellectual 
integrity than filling pews. 
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their talents to make of this 
a better place. 
Unfortunately, economic 
conditions and the lack of a 
social security number sig-
nificantly reduce education-
al opportunities for many of 
these low-income undocu-
mented students. 
When denied financial 
aid benefits, scholarships, 
or joining the military, 
these students are at great 
disadvantage. 
If I were given the 
opportunity and the power 
to resolve this issue, I 
would require congress, in 
a timely manner, to create 
and adopt a piece of legis-
lation that may grant 
undocumented young stu-
dents the ability to receive 
any sort of financial aid 
and scholarships, if their 
merits so deserve. 
This piece of legislation 
should also grant the abili-
ty to serve in the military 
and, if their moral charac-
ter is good, give them the 
opportunity to attain a 
legal status in this country. 
This legislative provi-
sion would encourage these 
great students to reach and 
use their full potential, 
instead of discourage, and 
demoralize their spirit as 
they plan for their future. 
A good example of this 
piece of legislation is the 
Development, Relief, and 
Education of Alien Minors 
Act (DREAM Act)." 
Mr. Rayas is a promis-
ing leader. His good charac-
ter, high values, and interest 
for higher education make 
us proud at Governors State 
University where he is 
enrolled in the Social Work 
program, is member of the 
Latino Center for 
Excellence, Vice-president 
of the Association of Latin 
American Students 
(ALAS), and co-founder of 
the Alliance of Students 
Educating and Inspiring 
other Students (ASEIS). 
- This article was submitted 
by Dr. Catalina Ramos-
Hernandez, Activity 
Director, Latino Center for 
Excellence at Governors 
State University 
The Phoenix welcomes letters to the edi-
tor and/or editorials. Letters can be 
submitted to phoenix@govst.edu. 
Letters may be edited for space or content and must 
include your name and a contact number or email 
address by with you can be reached. 
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Master of Occupational Therapy Information Session 
April14 
Join faculty and staff from the College of Health Professions to learn about 
the Master of Occupational Therapy Program. The information session will 
be held on Saturday, April14, from 9:30a.m. to 12 p.m. in the G-127. 
Call 708.534.7293 for information. 
Naperville Education Center Open House: April17 
Join us as we open the new Naperville Education Center. Learn how you 
can now earn your bachelor's degree in Psychology or Criminal Justice in 
the western suburbs. Conveniently located near the intersection of Route 59 
and 95th Street, the Center is convenient for students from Joliet to Aurora. 
The event will be held on Tuesday, April17, from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Call 708.534.4099 or visit www.govst.edu/nec for details. 
Psychology B.A. Information Session- Naperville: April 26 
Learn about earning your Bachelor of Arts in Psychology at the new 
Naperville Education Center on Thursday, April 26. Faculty and advisors will 
be on hand to discuss program specifics. For more information or directions, 
visit www.govst.edu/nec. 
College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished Lecture Series at 
Kankakee Education Center 
Tuesday, April 10, 2007 - Room 31 0- 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Speaker 
Dr. James R. "Chip" Coldren, Jr., Criminal Justice Program Coordinator at 
GSU Topic: Restorative and Community Justice. 
University Open House at Kankakee Education 
Wednesday, April 25, 2007 - Center - Room 310 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
National Museum of Mexican Art 
Art Program Assistant Professor Javier Chavira will showcase his work at 
the National Museum of Mexican Art, March 15- July 8, 2007. 
The museum is located at 1852 West 19th Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
For additional information visit www.nationalmuseumofmexicanart.org or 
contact Javier Chavira at 708-534-4017. 
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- --- ----If you wish to advertise in the 
Business Phoenix, please call 
at Manager, sylvia Mcghee 
708-534-3068, or e-mail her at 
phoenixad@govst.edu. 
-----------Library hours at GSU 
Monday- Thursday: 8:30a.m. - 10:30 p.m. 
Friday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Recreation I Fitness Center hours 
Monday- Friday: 6 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday: 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday: Noon - 4 p.m. 
Closed Sundays during the Spring/Summer trimester. 
, 
I 
I 
.J 
